
AP LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION SUMMER ASSIGNMENT: NARRATIVE NONFICTION BOOK PROJECT

Welcome to AP Language & Composition! This year, we will continue to build upon your reading, writing, and thinking skills. In
contrast to AP Literature, this course will focus largely on analyzing nonfiction texts and looking at how authors, writers, and
speakers use language to manipulate and persuade others. I am excited that you are here! Because this is an AP course, we want
to encourage your mind to continue chewing on language throughout the summer and we also want to provide a jumping o� point
when we reconvene in August. Thus: the summer homework assignment is born.

Please know that I am at your disposal and therefore will be available to answer any questions you may have regarding the
assignment: beederveen@dcsdk12.org

Proceed below to the SUMMER HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT requirements:

AP LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION SUMMER ASSIGNMENT:

You will select a book that is under the category of narrative nonfiction; these are true stories, based on true events and people,
written with a narrative story arc. We will use these books to discuss the intersection of literature and rhetoric, and as a
springboard for our discussions in AP Language/Composition, the rhetorical triangle, and how writers use language to manipulate
and persuade others.

This will be a self-paced project that you will complete during the summer. Your task will be to (a) read & annotate the book and
(b) complete five (5) 1.5-2 page MLA format reflection responses. You should complete your reading responses on a Google Doc &
then we will upload your responses to Canvas once we receive access for the semester. So, your task is as follows:

1. Read & annotate the book
2. 5 Reflection Responses : submitted to Canvas by Friday 12th August 2022

BOOK EXAMPLES:

In Defense of Food by Michael Pollan
Born to Run by Christopher McDougall
Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario
Radium Girls by Kate Moore
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand
The Library Book by Susan Orlean
The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore
The Emperor of all the Maladies by Siddhartha Mukherkee
In Cold Blood by Truman Capote
The Bomber Mafia by Malcom Gladwell

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls
Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann
Sti� by Mary Roach
Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer
Into the Wild by John Krakauer
Friday Night Lights by Buzz Bissinger
The Professor and the Madman by Simon Winchester
Devil in the White City by Erik Larsen
*If there is a book you are interested in that is not on this list, send me a message & I
will let you know if it would work–new books are coming out all the time!*
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READING RESPONSES: In addition to annotations, you will complete five (5) reading responses for your book. These reading
responses should be 1.5-2 pages in length, MLA format. Below are suggestions for you to begin your reading reflection; these reflections should
be useful and apply to your reading, so feel free to use these prompts OR to create your own.

Each reading response should be approximately 1.5-2 pages long (MLA format) and should include: question you are responding to, page
numbers, quotes from the book, and insightful thoughts. A reading response is NOT an argumentative paper, but is rather an exploration of
thought. Therefore, you do not need to take a firm stance or develop a thesis statement; instead, you are reflecting on a variety of avenues and
thoughts regarding a topic.

1) Compare and contrast elements of storytelling and elements of nonfiction. How do these elements play into the meaning created?
Do you feel storytelling or nonfiction is more prevalent? Why is this the most e�ective way to tell this story and give this
information?

2) Focus on the development of one character (this can be the protagonist, a main character, OR a minor character). How is the
character developed throughout the book? What can we, as readers and viewers, learn about the character, ourselves, and/or the
world through the conflicts and traits presented?

3) Discuss one of the major THEMES in the book. How is the theme presented and then developed? How might this theme apply to you?
(Remember, a THEME is a larger, underlying, more specific idea, such as: the American Dream is unattainable, our justice system is
not black and white, society is more important than the individual, etc.)

4) Discuss the role of the reader/audience in the story. What point of view is the story written in, and what information does the
reader/audience know or doesn’t know? What relationship does the reader/audience have to the characters in the story? How does
this impact how the story is interpreted?

5) Write about a situation in the story that changed your perspective on something; this could be about a character, an idea, a place,
etc. What were your initial thoughts, and how was your perspective shifted; how might this perspective-shift be useful to you in your
own life?

6) One way to examine plot is to determine what type of conflict it entails. The classic divisions are: (1) person vs. person; (2) person vs.
society, (3) person vs. nature, and (4) person vs. self. Often, more than one of these types of conflict occurs in a story. Using this
analysis, briefly describe one of the conflicts in this story thus far, identify which type of conflict it is, and explain how this conflict
impacts the interpretation of the story.

7) Consider the time and place in which your story was published, and consider how the events, characters, or topics in your story
could be a reflection of time and place. Then, explore what we can learn about culture or society based on your story.

8) Write about a meaningful passage or quote from the story. Why did this passage or quote stand out to you? How is it relevant to the
story? What connections can you make to the real-world?

9) Connect something you’ve encountered in the book to a reading or discussion that you’ve had in a class (for example, you may
consider discussions about race/gender representation, justice, morals & values, power roles, stereotypes, reality, etc.) Why is this
connection relevant to you, and how can this connection shape, challenge, add or, or change a view you previously have had?


